
Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine: 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation purchase of God; 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood: 
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour, all the day long 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour, all the day long 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love: Refrain 

Perfect submission, all is at rest - 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest - 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain  



Collect  

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 
that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted 
 into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things 
 that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.  



Old Testament Reading Genesis 17.1-7,15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared 
to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before 
me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between 
me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is 
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

15God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 
call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’  

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

  



New Testament Reading Romans 4.13-25 
13The promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, 
neither is there violation. 

16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share 
the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is 
written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’). 
Abraham believed in the presence of the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the 
father of many nations,’ according to what was said, ‘So 
numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19He did not weaken in 
faith when he considered his own body, which was already as 
good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 
23Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him,’ were written not 
for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 
who believe in God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification.  

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God.  



The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine for ever. 

Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love He sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never: 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever. 

  



Gospel Mark 8.31-38 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All  Glory to you, O Lord.  

31Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.’ 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will 
it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ.    



Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 
if thou wouldst my disciple be; 
deny thyself, the world forsake, 
and humbly follow after me. 

Take up thy cross, let not its weight 
fill thy weak spirit with alarm; 
his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 
and brace thy heart and nerve thine arm. 

Take up thy cross, nor heed the shame, 
nor let thy foolish pride rebel; 
thy Lord for thee the cross endured, 
to save thy soul from death and hell. 

Take up thy cross then in his strength, 
and calmly every danger brave, 
'twill guide thee to a better home, 
and lead to victory o'er the grave. 

Take up thy cross and follow Christ, 
nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only he who bears the cross 
may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

To thee, great Lord, the One in Three, 
all praise forevermore ascend: 
O grant us in our home to see 
the heavenly life that knows no end. 

  



I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live." 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my Star, my Sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk 
till traveling days are done. 

  



Post Communion 

Almighty God, 
you see that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: 
keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended from all adversities 
 which may happen to the body, 
and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

  



Thy hand, O God, has guided 
thy flock, from age to age; 
the wondrous tale is written, 
full clear, on every page; 
thy people owned thy goodness, 
and we their deeds record; 
and both of this bear witness; 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Through many a day of darkness, 
through many a scene of strife, 
the faithful few fought bravely, 
to guard the nation's life. 
Their gospel of redemption, 
sin pardoned, man restored, 
was all in this enfolded: 
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 
nor leave thy work undone; 
with thy right hand to help us, 
the victory shall be won; 
and then, by men and angels, 
thy name shall be adored, 
and this shall be their anthem:  
one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 
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